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With propane, you don’t have to rely on the grid. You can live anywhere, because 
propane is stored on your property and delivered by a propane professional. Whether 
aboveground or underground, your propane tank is a vital part of your propane system.

The size of your tank is based on several factors, including square footage of your 
home, how many propane appliances you have, and estimated energy consumption.

Your tank is placed on your property based on national fire code and regulated by the 
State of Texas. Never move your tank and report any home additions to your propane 
provider that may affect the distance of the tank from your home or another permanent 
structure.

TANK TIPS
Make Way. Ensure the driveway and pathway to your tank is clear from obstructions 
and low over-hanging branches that can prevent your propane delivery driver from 
getting to and replenishing your tank.

MORE INSIDE. Turn to Page 3 for more about your propane tank, tank safety and 
even landscaping tips for above and underground tanks.
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Get cookout-ready with this tasty recipe for Frango churrasco – a spicy, chargrilled 
South American dish. Season chicken with Grill Mates® Brazilian Steakhouse 
Seasoning and lemon juice for garlicky, lemon-pepper flavor.

PREP TIME: 15 min • COOK TIME: 14 min • SERVINGS: 4 

INGREDIENTS
2 tablespoons McCormick® Grill Mates® Brazilian Steakhouse Seasoning
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
1 teaspoon lemon zest
1 tablespoon oil
1 pound boneless skinless chicken thighs
1 lemon, quartered

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Mix Seasoning, lemon juice, zest and oil in small bowl. Rub seasoning mixture evenly 
on chicken.

2. Grill chicken 5 to 7 minutes per side, or until cooked through (internal temperature of 
165°F). Meanwhile, grill lemon quarters 2-3 minutes per side, until lightly charred.

3. Squeeze the grilled lemon over chicken and serve.

Recipe & photograph courtesy of McCormick & Company Mccormick.com.

Propane Cylinder 
Safety

ALWAYS replace any tank that has 
holes, dents, rusted weak spots, 
cracks or other damage. 

TRANSPORT
•    ALWAYS transport and store a 

cylinder in a secure and upright 
position so it will not fall, shift or roll. 

•   ALWAYS close the cylinder valve 
and, if required, seal with a plug, 
even if the cylinder is empty. 

•   NEVER keep a filled cylinder inside a 
hot vehicle. 

•   ALWAYS place the cylinder in a well-
ventilated area of the vehicle. 

•   ALWAYS proceed directly to your 
destination and immediately remove 
the cylinder from your vehicle. 

STORAGE
NEVER store or place a spare cylinder 
under or near a barbecue grill.

NEVER store or place a propane 
cylinder indoors or in an garage, tent 
or shed.

DISPOSAL OF CYLINDERS 
NEVER dispose of your propane 
cylinder by throwing it in the trash. 
Check to see if there are municipal 
programs for collection in your area, 
or contact your propane retailer for 
guidance on disposal of the cylinder.

Brazilian Grilled 
Lemon Garlic Chicken

(Frango Churrasco) Recipe
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Know 
Your Tank

Your propane supply tank is several 
moving parts that are essential to 
providing energy to your home. Know 
those parts.

The dome is one of the first lines 
of defense when it comes to your 
propane supply tank. Keep it closed 
and protect the vital parts and valves 
from the elements. 

You may hear slight humming coming 
from your propane tank. This is 
normal and coming from the regulator. 
The regulator controls the flow of 
gas from the tank to your home. The 
regulator is usually required to be 
replaced every 12-15 years.

Tank Gauge. The gas gauge numbers 
will be from 5 to 95 and measures how 
much propane is in your tank.

Fill Valve. This is what your propane 
provider connects to, to fuel your tank

Relief Valve. Designed to vent propane 
if the pressure in the tank gets too high 
due to excessive temperatures.

Shut-Off Valve. Turn clockwise all the 
way to the right to turn off the tank.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT ABOVEGROUND TANKS
Elevate it. It’s required. Protect your tank by elevating on concrete or masonry 
fireproof pads or supports. This keeps the tank from contact with the soil, which can 
compromise the integrity of your tank.

Keep it cool. Well, you think your tank might make a great canvas; it is imperative 
and required by the State to keep the tank surface free of rust and painted 
white, aluminum, or other heat reflective color, especially here in the South where 
temperatures reach the in the 100s. 
 
Tanks with faded paint, no paint, or paint that has lost its heat-reflecting qualities must 
be repainted.

Clear the area. To minimize fire risk, code requires that any loose or piled combustible 
materials, weeds, and long, dry grass be kept at least 10 feet away from any propane 
tank. This requirement does not apply to live vegetation.

Landscape Tip. There are lots of fun ways to landscape your propane tanks. Place 
shrubs far enough from the tank to allow easy access to the tank for filling and 
maintenance. Do not place shrubs too close to a propane tank, especially shrubs with 
dry foliage, such as ornamental grasses, which can be a fire hazard. Plants with thorns 
should be kept farther from the tank to ensure workers have safe access to the tank.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT UNDERGROUND TANKS
Out of sight should not mean out of mind. Underground tanks are scarcely 
noticeable except for filling connections and valves, which are housed in a small dome 
or cover protruding just inches above the ground.

Make aware. Advise all contractors and workers of your underground propane 
tank’s location whenever construction, excavation, landscaping, and other activity are 
conducted in the area of the tank.

Maintain it. Your underground tank needs tender loving care, too. Although 
underground tanks are designed 
especially for placement in the ground, 
nature can corrode a steel tank that is not adequately protected. Properly maintained 
underground tanks can last for many decades, so it is important that your service 
provider performs cathodic protection, routine testing, and maintenance required by 
the state.

Landscape Tip. Create a flower bed. The benefit of a flower bed surrounding your 
propane tank cover is that your plants will come up every year! Less work for you. 
Ground covering is a great solution to cover a larger area around your underground 
propane tank cover or dome. 

Your Tank Responsibilities
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Inside this issue: Propane Tank & Cylinder Safety & Grilled Chicken Recipe

https://www.facebook.com/PropaneCanDoThatTexas/Like Us at

Many propane customers like the 
convenience of getting their fuel 
delivered automatically — without the 
need for any phone calls. But, if for 
some reason, you prefer to call in your 
order each time, please be aware:

Put Your Comfort on Automatic

There may be a gap between the time 
you place your order and the time your 
propane company can actually, deliver 
it. This is necessary because a “will-
call” delivery has to be scheduled into 
carefully planned routes.

If you are on “will call” delivery, you will 
need to monitor your tank and call for 
fuel when you tank reaches at least 30%.

There is always the possibility of running 
out. When we experience bouts of cold 
temperatures, people burn more fuel 
than normal. You would be surprised 
at how often people run out of propane 
when this happens.

If you run out, your propane company 
has to do a mandatory leak test required 
by the State.

We all lead busy lives. Why not take 
one worry away and let your propane 
company watch your tank for you?


